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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available tflHlerth«provbk)n3 of 37 Cf^ In no event, however, may a mply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MOfmiS from the maBb^ date of this convn^ 

- IT t»w period for reply specined above i» lass than tlitity (30) days, a 

- If NO pefiod for reply bspedHed above, the maximum strfutofypeHod win aj^ 

- Faihife to reply within the set or extended period for reply wilt, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the OfTtoe later than three months after the mailing date of tNs communication, even Cimety filed, may reduce any 
earned psAerA term ad|u&tment. See 37 CFR 1.704Cb). 

Status ' 

1)13 Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on 03 November 2004 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parfe Quayie, 1 935 C.D. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claimfel 1-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

$)□ Clainni(s) is/are allowed. 

6)13 Clalmfel 1-36 Is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) Is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or elecOon requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is otjected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawlng(s) filed on 01/24/2002 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant nnay not request that any objection to the drawin9(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawlng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR i.121(d)L 

11) D The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U^.a § 119 

12) D Aduiowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)n All b)n Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies oH the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Applicatton No. . 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
" See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachments) 

1) 13 Notice of References Cited (PT0^92) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) 13 Infonnalion Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTOi/Sa/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mal Date muftioielDS. 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No{s)/Maa Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The folfowing is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being antidpated by Siemens 
et al (Hereafter, Biemans). U.S. Pat. No. 5,197,01 1 . 

Regarding claim 1 , Biemans teaches a method for fulfilling client tool service 
requests by utilizing a tool service layer, said method comprising the steps of receiving 
a tool service request from a cli^t, identifying one or more tool service layer functions 
capable of being provided by said tool service layer, wherein said identified one or more 
tool service layer functions are required to fulfill said tool service request, and 
performing said identified one or more tool service layer functions, thereby fulfilling said 
client tool service request (i.e., manu^cturing process with tool service layer functions 
to control and carry out service request) [see Figs. 1-3 and Abstract and Col. 1 , Line 30 
to Col. 2, Line 67]. 

Regarding claims 2-3, Biemans further teaches said tool service request may be 
fulfilled by one or more tool functions provided by one or more tools in conjunction with 
said one or more tool iservice layer functions, and wherein said tool servjce request 
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does not reference said one or more tool functions and wherein said tool service 
request does not reference said one or more tool service layer functions, [see Figs. 2-3 
and Col. 3. Line 59 to Col. 4, Line 48]. 

Regarding claim 4, Biemans further teaches identifying a workflow for executing 
an automation scenario [see Figs, 1-2]. 

Regarding claims 5-7, Biemans further teaches said tool service request may be 
fulfilled by one or more tool functions provided by one or more tools in conjunction with 
said one or more tool service layer functions, and wherein said step of Identifying further 
comprises reviewing configuration information describing tool functions capable of being 
provided by said one or more tools and reviewing configuration information describing 
tool service layer functions capable of being provided by said tool service layer and 
reviewing configuration information describing workflow definitions [see Col. 22. Lines 
20-49], 

Regarding daim 8, Biemans further teaches said tool service request may be 
fulfilled by one or more tool functions provided by one or more tools in conjunction with 
said one or more tool service layer functions, and wherein said method further 
comprises the step of converting said client request into a format understandable by 
said one or more tools [see Col. 5. Lines 20-34 and Col. 23. Line 33 to Col, 24, Line 15], 
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Claims 9-16 are rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claims 1-8, 
respectively. 

Claims 1 7-24 are rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claims 1 -8, 
respectively. 

Claims 25-32 are rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claims 1-8, 
respectively. 

Claim 33 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 1 . . 
Claim 34 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to daim 4. 
Claim 35-36 are rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claims 6-7, 
respectively. 

Other References Cited 
3. The following references cited by the examiner but not relied upon are 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

A) Rangacharietal, U.S. Pat. No. 6,470.227. 

B) Cho et al, U.S. Pat. No. 6,728.588. 

C) King etal. U.S. Pat. No. 6,493.599. 

0) Smimov et al, U.S. Pat No. 6.546,364. 

E) Leymann et al. U.S. Pat. No. 6.009,405. 

F) Yaung. U.S. Pat Application Pub. No. US 2003/0023662 Al. 

G) Sanghvi et al. U.S. Pat. Application Pub. No. US 2002/0095524 A1. 

H) Yaun et al. U.S. Pat. Application Pub. No. US 2002/0138321 Al. 
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4. A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS ACTION IS 
SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS. OR THIRTY DAYS, WHICHEVER IS LONGER, 
FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. FAILURE TO RESPOND 
WITHIN THE PERIOD FOR RESPONSE WILL CAUSE THE APPLICATION TO 
BECOME ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). EXTENSIONS OF TIME MAY BE 
OBTAINED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 37 CAR 1.136(A). 

5. Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-3991. 
The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 872-Q306. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam, can be reached on (571) 272-3978. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Philip B. Tran 
Art Unit 21 55 
November 10. 2004 



